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interview with Mr. Gandhi,   It is, however, known
that no communication from the Viceroy awaited
Mr, Gandhi at Bombay, and the latter made no
immediate effort to communicate with the Viceroy,
preferring to remain in Bombay for consultation with
the Working Committee of the Congress.
In a Press interview on the afternoon of the 28th,
Mr. Gandhi stated, inter alia, that he regarded the
Ordinances as <c a challenge to the Congress.*5   At
the same time he reiterated that he would try every
means to avoid another fiery ordeal.   This he re-
peated at a great public meeting that evening, when
he condemned the Bengal terrorist activities, as also
the Government's  attempt  to  " unman a whole
race."   He is reported to have said that he did not
expect that he would be able to exercise the same
restraint upon himself as before, if it came to taking
a strong step.   If a fight was inevitable, he would
expect every son of the soil to contribute his mite.
In the last fight they had to face lathis, but this time
they would have to face bullets,   Continuingj he
said:   sc I would not flinch from sacrificing even a
million lives for India's liberty.   I told this to the
English people in England.   Due to my visit to
England my optimism has been strengthened that
our sincerity to a cause will even melt the hardest of
stony hearts.   We have no reason to believe that the
Ministers in England are dishonest in their convictions.
They sincerely believe that we are not fit for Swaraj.
TMs is how they are tutored by the men on the spot.
. , * The only way to achieve our end is to adhere
to1 Bon-violence to the last, even by those who take